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INTRODUCTION

The sociclogy cf literature has become a well recognized field,
but its methods haven't yet bezer widely applied in secondary level
World Studies programs., This is especially true of "Third World"
literatures from Africa, Asia, Latin “merica and the Middle East,

O0f the literatures that are derived from =21l the major cultural

areas, ccntemporary Middle Fastern fiction is cartainly least utilized
in high school and college instruction. Yet, a fairly large and
representative selection of novels and short stories from this region
has been translated into tInglish, The aim of this curriculum guide

is to identify and describe somz of these works which were originally
written in Arabic, Armenian, French, Hebrew, Persian or Turkish,
Suggestions regarding teeching strategies and methods for studying
these pieces of literature are also provided, ’

While in most cases, what has been translated is autstanding,
the fact is that many of the greatest modern works of literature in
Middle Eastern tonguzss haven't yet appeared in English, There is a
great nced for a systematic effort to make more of them availablc to
American readers. Howcver, working within the restrictions of the
materials that are now 2vailable; it is possible to plan worthwhile
and exciting irstructional units. These could well be included in
thc humanities or social studics as modules within courscs that arec
conccrned with world literature, arca siudies or comparing culturcs.

In most cascs, studying Middle Eastcrn fiction will probably
bc combincd with other tecaching approaches. Most readers will be
able to intecrpret these works better after having first bccomc ac-
quaintecd with the genzral cultures, history and socio=-cconomic devel-
opment of the arca. Film study is anothor good mcans of increasing
thecir awarcness of cultural clues, so that they will be ablc to
analyze what they will rcad.,

Instead of purchasing classroom sets of the various books, it
is suggcstad that a half dozen to a dozen copics of each of the titles
be obtaincd, Probably no instructor will choose to use all twenty-
one volumes. It might bec worthwhile to try to have copies of all of
thesc sourccs available in the school library or instructional mcdia
ccnter. Individual studcnts will then be able to samplc works that
wecren't included in the module which they studied. Many of thesec
pooks cxist in inexpunsivec papcerback cditions, but othcrs have come
out only in hard covers. In a fcw cases, thcy have becen published
in Great Britain, but not in the United States. One or two titles
arc now out-of-print, but uscd copics of them can be obtained, or
thcy can bec gottan through inter-library loan.

The works nf fiction that arec described in this guide contain
materials that can be uscd to invcstigate a number of topics:



(1) Contrasts betwcen uroan and villagc styles of lifc in the Middle
East.
Naguib Mahfouz's MIDAQ ALLEY, CAIRO can be comparcd

with Elizabcth Fernca's GUESTS OF THE SHEIK., Another

research group might compare the urban life in Istanbul

as it is portrayed in Hasan Ozbckhan's THE ISLE OF PRINCES

with living conditions in Mahmut Makal's A VILLAGE IN

ANATOLIA,

(2) The ecncountcr of traditional Islam with Western secular modernism,

Draiss Chraibi's HEIRS TO THE PAST could be compared
with Driss Charhadi's A LIFE FULL OF HOLES to explore
the class differences in perspectives among lMoroccans
who are undergoing colonization and rapid change, Regat
Nuri GUntekin's THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A TURKISH GIRL makes
a good book tn comparc with Nejmch Najafi's PERSIA IS MY
HEART bzcausc both of these works stress the role of women
in Middle Eastern development,

(3) Growing up in the Middle East,

Taha Hussein's AN EGYPTIAN CHILDHOOD and THE STREAM
OF DAYS can be rclated to Sayed Hegab's A NEW EGYPTIAN,
American readers can obtain many insights regarding the
outlook of contemporary Arabs from these cutobiographical
works,

(4) The expericnce of minnritics in the Middle East,

Leon Surmelian's account in I ASK YOU, LADIES AND GENTLE-
MEN of his experiences as an Armenian child in Turkey during
World War I can be compared with Albert Memmi's semi-auto-
biographical novel abouta yourg Tunisian Jew during World
War II in THE PILLAR OF SAL.. Kahlil Gibran's SPIRITS
REBELLIOUS communicates the « lork nf Maronite Christian
youth in the Lebancn who were revolting against the alliance
between their conservative ecclesiastical leaders and the
wcalthy landlords who controlled their society,

(5) Cultural transference, assimilation and ideologics of national
aspiratiaon,

These themes could be oxplored entirely within the
Isracli context through works such as Agnnn's "Betrothed",
Amihai's "The Times My Father Dicd" and the selections in
ISRAELI STORIES, Or, the Isracli cxpcrience »f replanting
what had bccomc a predominantly occidental people in the
Middle East could be compared with westernizing overwhelmingly
oricntal sociotics described in books such as THE ISLE OF
PRINCES and A LIFE FULL OF HOLES.




(6) Psycholcgical displaccment and discrientation,

Sadegh Hedayat's THE BLIND OWL and Eliz Wicsel's
A BEGGAR IN JERUSALEM bnth rcvolve around mad charactecrs.
Various types of neurctic manifestations nccur in Yashar
Kemal's ANATOLIAN TALES and in many of the storics that
arc included in Mahmoud Manzalaoui's ARABIC WRITING TODAY:
THE SHORT STORY,

Probably the mecst fruitful legarning will take place if some
"recsearch questions" have been drawn up in advaince so that the
students arc agrecd about what data they are locking for.

Examples:

Hcw de men's and women's rolcs differ in Middle Eastern
sccigdies? In freedom of movement? In the types of work that’
thecy do? In their personal possessions? In the ways that
thcy usc their time? In the rights that they can excrcise?

What assumptinns are sharcd by both French and Moroccans?
(Arabs and Israelis, Armcnians and Turks . ., .) Which of
their valucs 2rec inconflict? What causes thec clash of their
intcrests?

How docs the "millct" system of rcligio-cthnic communitics
function in Middle Eastcrn countries?

How docs the power structurc work in a Middle Eastern
caciety? Who is wealthy? Who is pnsr? Who makes the local
cr naticnal policicvs? Who is admitted to schenl? Who has
social mnobility? Who contrels thc army?

Hrw does a Middle fastern state becomc "developed! or
"modirnized"?

The students will nccd help learning how to usc the descriptions
of scttings, charactcrizations, imagcry and refcrcnces to folk
beclicfs that occur in fiction in ~rdecr tm» answor their qucries, Due
tc thcre being geocod sized Arab, Armenian and Jewish communitics in
Connccticut, some of the students here ought to be able to closcly
identify themsclves with the concerns that they cnccunter in liter-
ature., Of course, thcy must bc careful tn take their own fecclings
intn account as they probc thc author's perspcctive and consider
tht contocxt within which the matcrial was originally written,

It is often possiblc to compare data gathercd from literary
snaurcecs with informatinn provided b mcre systematic resgarchers.
Frr instance, several anthrnpnlcgists have written village studics
of Middlec Eastern communitics that can be uscid when students arec
rcading rural fiction,




Middlc Eastcrners in the local cemmunity or at o necarby collcge
or university 2rc =2lsec snurces of insights, They can assist American
studcnts to asscss their comprchensicn of the indigenous litcraturc
by prcviding ancther outlook nn it, These visitcrs may also be able
to recad or recitc shecrt passages or poems in their mother tengue,
This makcs it pnssible for your students to savor the sound of Arabic,
Armenian, Hebrew, Pcrsian cr Turkish, Heawever, ycu should draw
attecntion to the fact that many of the Middle Easterncrs who rcach
the Unitecd States camc from reclatively privilecged urban familics in
thecir homclands, They may not be very aware of the social problems
in their homclands; or they may hcsitatc to openly discuss them with
foreigners,

Simulations end rolc playing are still other ways to appreciate
Middlec Eastcrn culture aftcr having read some of the fiction from this
arca. A scenc freom a novel or short story can be dramatized as it
was criginally written, 0Often, it can then be rc~-cnactcd to reflect
changed circumstanccs or precsent conditions. These short skits may
be used as discussion startcrs or videco tapcd to make it possible
for other groups to benefit from them. Some Middle Eastcrn informants
might be willing to participatc in activities of this type. O0Or, they
might critique the authenticity of the ones that your students have
prepared,

If other classes at your schonl have worked with African, Asian
or Latin American literatures; the thecmes which they found in thcse
cculd be compared and contrasted with ones xn Middle Eastecrn fiction,
~n litcrary evening, such as is common in Middle Eastern lands, could
be organizcd with a short play, poetry readings and intcrpretations
of prcse., ' Studying mndern Middle Enstern fiction might also precede
an invecstigation of the immigrant communities from this cultural arca
that now reside in Connecticut cr southcrn New England,



S. Y. Agnon
"Betrothed™ in TWO TALES,
Harmondsworth, Middlesex, England: Penguin Books, 1966, pp. 11-97,

The mood of pre-World War I Palestine into which the early
Jowish Zionist immigrants moved is portraycd in "The Betrothed",
In this novella, Jacob Rechnitz, a marinc biologist from Austria,
has comc to teach and collect sca fauna at Jaffa. 4~ happy relation-
ship develops bztwecen him and six of the neighborhood girls, when
his former patron from Vicnna arrives in town accompanicd by his
daughtecr, 'When his former tics with this girl arc re-awakencd,
Rechnitz discovers tensions between Occidental and Oricntal values
in himsclf, Ethnic and historical allusions are usced in the story,
so the translator has providzd a short glossary at the cnd of the
volumec,

Othcr cxamples of S.Y, Agnon's works have bzen translated in:

S.Y. Agnon, TWENTY-ONE STORIES
N.Y.: Schocken Books, 1970. 276 pp.

Ychudz 4mihai
"The Times My Father Dicd" in Ezra Spicehandler, (ed,), MODERN HEBREW
STORIES., N.Y.: Bantam Books, 1971, pp. 140-160,"

Born in Gecrmany in 1924, Amihai camc to Palestine in 1936,
The existcntial flavor of this story, which is sclected from a
collection called IN THIS TERRIBLE WIND, conveys the impass bectween
a guncration that still bclicved in traditional Judaism despitec all
that they had suffcred due to thcir religion, and their children who
have adoptcd a szcular Socialist-Zionist idemlogy. Rich in symbolism
drawn from thc Jewish ritual, thc story powerfully connects modcrn
Isracl with that part of its metaculturc that survivod the European
holocaust. As a poct @s wcll as a writer of prose, /imihai is among
thc best known authors of the younger gencration in Isrzel,

Jocl Blocker, (ed.,) ISRAELI STORIES., New York: Schocken Books, 19635,
265 pp.

Starting and cnding with storics by S.Y. Agnon, this collcction
af contemporary fiction written in Isracl by Isracli authors includecs
works by scven other writcrs, Every selection in the book is rich in
cultural insights, making this a good choice if only onec source on
Isracli litcraturc can be purchased., Background information regard-
ing thc perspcctive from which cach selzcticn was written is provided
in short bicgraphical skctches of the contributors, Careful reeding
and scme reflection on the imagsry, plets and characterizations could
form thc basis for discussinns on Zionism, thc Jowish Enlightenment,
mysticism and assimilaticn, Rcad in conjunction with historicel
studics of Mandatc Palestine and the formation of the Statec of Isracl,
this anthonlogy pcrgonalizcs tho gecner2l date and provides a rangc of
Jcwish pcrspectives »n the cvents of recent decedes,




Driss Chr=ibi HEIRS TO0 THE PAST, Lenden: Hzincmann, 1971, 107 pp.

First publishod in 1962 in French as SUCCESSION OUVERTE, this
novel was translatcd by Len Ortzen fer Heincmann's Africer Writers
Scrizs, Its author, although baorn in Morccco, attonded a French
lycec at Casablanca and thon went to Paris in order to study chemistry.
He marricd a Frenchwoman and has lived his adult lifc almost cntircly
in Francc, In this scmi-autobirgrephical account, Chraibi has been
callcd heme to Morocco duc te his father's decath, The father was a
fcudal landlord, whosc passing marks the destruction of a traditional
way of lifc, Chraibi communicatzs the paradoxically dualistic sit-
uation that hc, and many other cducatzd youth in the Islamic World,
arc cxpericncing, Hg is both colonizzd and a crlonizer, a native
and a forecigner, an insider while at the samc timc an ocutsider, He
discoviers that both Eurcpec and the Middlz East arc caught up in an
histerical crisis by which they both crec radically redefining their
heritages, Many instancoes of culturael clash arc included in this
littlz bonk, but thcy arcn't solely botween Arabs and Fronchmen; but
2lso bctwcen represcentatives of the valucs that arce compcting within
cach culturc,

Driss Bzn Hamaod Charhadi A LIFE FULL OF HOLES., New Ynrke: Grove
Press, 1964, 223 pp.

This fascinating “oral' novel wes actuelly dictated in Maghcbi
Arabic to Paul Bewlcs by an illiterztc Mornccan, Bowles transcribed
it from the tapc and thon translatcd it into English, The finished
bonk, howcvcr, still rectains thc flavnr of the original storytcller,
Thrzugh the cycs of a young Arab strect boy, the rcador is introducad
to Fronch cccupicd Morncco., Many of the scecnes skectch the relation~
ships betweaen "natives” and "cclenists®™., hmed, the main character
in thos novcl, struggles to survive by doning menial tasks, His
advznturcs include cpiscdcs in 2 brothel, an attempt to scll marijuana
that lands him in prisnn, and an expcricnce as a hoiscboy working
for two Eurcpecan homnscxunls, Besides its graphic acccunt of the
stylc of lifc shared by thc Mcrcccen peoor, this werk of fiction is
rich in prcverbs 2nd insights rcgarding the tensions betwecon trad-
itional Islam and wcestcrn modernism, It could be 2 besis for studying
centrasting clanthing, frod habits, habitations and sccial aspiraticns,

Elizabeth Warncck Fernca GUESTS OF THE SHEIK: AN ETHNOGRAPHY OF AN
IRAQI VILLAGE. New York: Drubladay Anchor Bonks, 1969, 333 pp.

This fascinating zuthcntic doscriptinn was written by the wifeo

cf an Amcrican znthropnlogist, She tclls about her cxpericnces in
2 tribal settlement at o southzrn Iragi village callcd E1 Nohra, Ale-
though it isn't ficticon, hcr account captures the rcader's intcrest
znd tclls 2 grent dezl about lifoc styles in communitics such as this
one, s has becun thu ceosz until recently in many Muslim socicztics,
thc womzn of L1 Nahre a2re scecludcd frem malec activitics, They spend
most »f their time together in tho harcm arcas of their homes,  They
arc dreped with an all-cnvcloping crvcring if they venture eonte the
strcets, For twe years, Mrs, Fernun confarmed to thcsc customs and

QO was ablc to takc part in thc conscrvetive feminine aspects of a Muslim

£1KU:cnmmunity. '




Kahlil Gibran SPIRITS REBELLIOUS, Nzow York: The YWisdom Library,
1947, 121 pp,

Gibran penncd this famnus protest against the religious and
political injustices taking place in Lebancn at the beginning of the
Twenticth Century. Burncd in thc markctplace of Beirut, it was onc
of the reasons for Gibran's being cxcommunicated from the Maronite
Church, and it forced him tn stay in cxilc from his hemeland., The
Church latcr recinstated Gibran and, when he dicd in 1931, it buricd
him in a monastery ncar his birthplace. Although much that Gibran
wrotc is nnw considered to be remantic and stilted, the story, "Khalil
the Herctic" in this velume is a pewerful picce of writing, It tells
abnut a2 young msnk who lecaves his crder 23 a protest ageinst the
sclfish and grescdy behavier of his supcricrs, The priests have allied
themsclvecs with the wecalthy landlcrds who control the villager's lives,
As a result, 2 pocr widow and her daughters who take in the loncly lad
suffer for their good deed when the lncal Sheik finds out abrut it,
The intcrplay emnong Christian and Muslim groups in this stowiy is
suggcstive of rclaticnships between thec recligious communitics toward
the cnd of the Ottoman regimez,

Regsat Nuri Giintckin THE AUTOBIODOGRAPHY OF A TURKISH GIRL.
London: Gcorge Allen and Unwin, Ltd., 1949, 328 pp.

Simply callcd Galikusu (The Wren) in Turkish, this ncvel was
written by onc of Turkecy's greatest men of fiction, Feride, its
hcroine, is cne of the most famcus characters in modern Turkish
litcrature, This is onc book that it is safc to say has been rcad
by every litcretc Turk, It has also becn filmed, and adapted as a
stage play., Sct in thc 1920's, curing the zarly days of the Turkish
Rcpublic, it is tho imaginary stnry of an idealistic girl from the
mectroprnlis of Istanbul wh: vrluntccrs to tcach in a primitive village
in the intcrisr »f Anatelia, Through Feride's cyes, we cncounter
the schrol bursaucrats and take up the strugglc against discasec,
ignnrance and ptverty., Both romantic end realistic meterial has been
included in thec novel; much of it drawn from Glntckin's nwn cxpcr=-
icnces as a roving schrel inspector. It is an cspecially important
book, boccausc it inspired many young Turks in the 1930's and 1940's
te fnllow Feride's cxample and struggle te impreove the 1ot of their
countrymen living in 40,000 villagces dotting /sia Mincr, Although
the trcocnslati~n was donc by an Englishman, it is undecrstandables for
nmerican readcrs.,

Sadegh Hedayat THE BLIND OWL, New York: Grove Precss, 1969, 130 pp.

Consicercd tr have becn Iran's best mcdorn writer, Hedayat
lived from 1903 until 1951, THE BLIND OWL is a psychclcgical novel
in which a young Persian anclyzes his dclusions that lecad him cver
deceper ints insanity. There is alsn an cxistcential themc to. this
work, wheosc hero is obsesscd with the desirc to geot te know himself,
Although most nf the cmphasis is on introspeccticn, some scenes in
the novel de prrtray urban Iranien sncicty, Cultural insights abound
in thc charactcrizatiens, The benk is like Edgar Allan Peg's works
or a novcl by Franz Kafka. Not all readers appreciatec this grotcsque

O style; but thc btouk rewards rcocadcrs who understand it,

IToxt Provided by ERI



Scyed Hegnb A NEMW EGYPTIAN: THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A YOUNG «R/AB,
Now Ynrk: Pracger Publishers, 1971, 157 pp. and glcsaary.

The cxpericnces of a boy greowing up in a provincial fishing
town in Egypt during the 1940's =re rccounted in this volumec, Young
Sayed sccs the British withdrawal from his cnuntry, thc abdication
~f King Farcuk, and the cvents which brought Nasser to power, Sayed's
crming =f age is accentod by the Sucz crisis and the Isracli in-
vosiocn oFf the Sinci.

The traditicnal belizfs of Sayed's mother contrast with his
father's mnre medern cutleck, The boy is caught up in tensions
brsught by rcfugess from Palcstine and the pnlitical conflicts within
Egyptian s-cicty. As an adolescent, Sayed writcs pretry, but his
cxpressive talent iZs soan subvertcd for prliticnal ends. Later, becks
and sports cccupy him, Then, at sixteen, Saycd has tc abandon the
slow pacc of life in his haomctown to go tn the city in order tc
preparc for enginecring studics., Wanting to becomc a writer instead,
Saycd finally breaks with his past and jeins a literary circle in
Cairc,

Amcrican yruth cught t~ bec able tc identify with many - f
Saycd's feelings, A NEW EGYPTIAN contrins an insightful account ~f
reccent cvents in Egypt intcrpreted from the perspective © - bry
ceming ~f z2ge in an Arab sccicty,

Taha Husscin THE STREAM OF DAYS: A STUDENT AT THE AZHAR,
Londcn: Longmans, Grecn and Cempany, 1943, 133 pp.

Tagecther with the first vrlume, called in English AN EGYPTIAN
CHILDHOOD, this autnbingraphy of a blind bny grcwing up in pre-
revolutionary Egypt is ncw recognized as cne of thc mastcrpicces
nf modern Arabic literature., It is nutstanding beccausc of its
warm pnrtrayal of student lifc at the famcus Muslim University cof
El=izhar, thc most famcus sent cf traditicnal higher learning in the
Middle East., /lsc, beccausc its authar lacks sight, the book is
tuncd tc the cther scnscs: smund, tocuch and taste. Ceoming to Cairo
as an inexporicnced lad of ~nly thirtecn, Taha has to adjust tc

- life at El=Azhar, Lazter hc begins t3 question its curriculum a. .
the instructinral mcthnds which its tcaechers usc.,. We accempany him
frem the timec when he is inductcd inte traditicnal _ducation until
the pzint when he comes to renlize thaet medern sccicty rocquires =
mnrre relovant typc »f lzarning.

Naguib Mahfruz MID,Q ALLEY, CAIRO, Beirut, Lebznecn: Khayats, 1966,
319 pp.

S50t 1r thz ~ncicnt Khan ~l1-Khalili scctirn ~f Cairo, this
novzl tokzes Lts citle from A l.ttlec allecy that is located near the
Hussaini Meeruc, It h-s n~ central plcot and cveir lacks a dominant
character, W®athor, the olloy itszlf is tho herc ~f this bornk, A
d-.zc  rr m-~rc pcrs naliti:s intcract in it tc communicate thc naturc
~f + an lifc in thc Egyptian mctreprlis,




Naguib Mahfzuz, thz cuth-r, was ~nc ~f the best known Arab writers
of ficti~n, He wrrtc morc than twenty v-lumes »f ncvels and short
storics., This example »~f his talent has been excellently translated
by Trever Lc Gassick, whe has taught Near Eastern languages at
scveral American univcrsitics,

MIDAQ ALLEY came nut in Cairc for thc first time in 1947, It
has becn frequcntly reprintad in Arabic, On its pages rcaders can
explorc thc impact of World War II »~n the attitudes and behavior
cf residents in cne of Cairo's mnst conservative neighbnrhoods,

Mahmut Makal A VILLAGE IN ANATOLIA, Leondon: Vallentine, Mitchell
and C-~mpany, Ltd., 1954, 189 pp,

Brilliantly translatad intc English by Sir Wyndham Dcedes
tnly f-ur ycars after this famsus acccunt of rural educatinn written
by a tecn aged schmnl teacher hed first .appeared in Turkey, / VILLAGE
IN ANATOLIA was a2 milestone in Middle Eastcrn literature, For the
first time, o Turkish vill~gcr was ablc tn exprcss his frustrations
in print and attract a largc zudicnce tn rcad abecut them.

Makal was cnly nincteen when he wrote this bnok, and it powcr-
fully conveys what hec feclt as the lenc roprescntative of modern
civilization in 2 primitive village, Makal's tendency towazd
naturalism is ecxplaincd in the translat-r's introduction, but The
account that he gives should provide any sensitive recader with
ncw understanding »f the dynamics of under-deveclopment, American
high schnsl ycuth will bc interested tr read this "best scller”
written by a ynung man when he was thoir age,

Mahm~ud Manzalanui ARABIC WRITING TODAY: THE SHORT STORY. Cairc:
American Resenrch Center in Eqypt, 1968, 402 pp.

Thirty madern and contemporary writers of Arabic fiction are
represcnted in this anthrmlogy, The develrnpment of the modern short
story in Arzbic is explained in an intrcducteory skectch, which als~»
rclates the process »f translation that was used to produce this
v~lumc, A brief bicgraphy of zach writer preccedes the example
chnosen from his wnrks,

Many of the stories crntain cultural inf-rmaticn, such as
"The Brass Frur-Pestcr” by Yehia Hakki, which centcrs on a bed that
is the main item ~f furniturc in a lcwcr class hnome., Frlk neotions
abcut death arc alsn crnveyed in this selecticn, A wrman, Saheir
cl Kalamawi, prrbecs the wnrlds of childish fantasy and adult reelity

in "Nanny Karime and the Hammam", /i Syrian writer, Haseeb £l
Kayyali, uses traditional Islam in a villagc sctting as thc theme
~f "Dearly Belrved Brethren!" Marriage custems and the conflict

betwcen Muslim culturc =nd the vencer of westernizaticn that the
Frcnch brrught t~ Syria arc truched upcn., This volume has been
translated well, and it crntains an cxcepticnally valuablc group
-f strrics.

The Amecrican distribut-r ~f this b-~rk ig the
University ~f Califr-rnia Press. /A similar crllccticn
is Dcnys Jrhnscn-Davics, MODERN ARABIC SHORT STORIES,
L-~nd~n: Oxford Univcrsity Press, 1967. 194 pp.
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Albecrt Mommi THE PILLAR OF SALT, Ncw Y~rk: The Orion Press, 1955,
342 pp.

This is a warm accrunt ~f a Jecwish bey growing up in Tunis,
Tunisia, The lad, Alexandre M-rdckhai Benillruche, describes himsclf
as "a native of a crlenial ceountry, a Jew in an anti-Semitic univecrse,
an /frican in & wrrld deminated by Eurcpc.," Written originally in
French, thc novel provides 2 portrait of life in a Nnrth African
ghattn, Sccial modernization is described, while at the samc time
the author recrunts the prercesses that transformed his Sephardic
heritage intr & secular Eurnpcan rutlerk, There are memerable
descripticns of hrmes, schonls, ncighberhends, a Jewish funeral,
end parties., When the Germans crnguer the city, this way of life
is suddenly rblitcrated, and we read ab~ut hcw ~nc young Jew
survived thec Nazis,

Najmech Najafi PERSIA IS MY HEART. New Yrrk: Harper and Brethers,
1953, 236 pp. and & glonssary.

Written when Najmch Najafi was attending college in California,
her autobingraphy recrunts many expericnces rf growing up in fast
changing Iran, Shec writes frem the perspective of a privilecged
urbanite Persian, the daughtcer of a prominent family, Yct life in
her traditicnal Shiitec Muslim homec is docscribed, She tells about
special nccasions such as hrlidays, courting practices, marriage and
a rcceptirn at the Shah's cnurt, Visits to villagecs and the
inaugurati~n rf a drcss making businecss arc als- included in this
br=k., Recaders can gain an undcrstanding of many contrasts from it:
~ld ways arc cempared with those that have been adopted from the
West, and affluencc mcets grinding prverty., Najafi's narrative is
written with insight, compassinn and scensitivity, Especially
intended fer American readers, this bork is a gond scurce of
infocrmaticn ab~ut life in Iran 2bcut twenty-five yecars agn,

Hasan 0zbckhan THE ISLE OF PRINCES, Necw Y~rk: Simrn and Schuster,
1957, 232 pn,

The tensirns between the cld ways and the new, traditional
valucs and mrdecrn ~ncs in Republican Turkecy are brilliantly cenvcyed
in this necvel that was ~riginally written in English by a member of
the Turkish diaspcra, Set in Istanbul, thc actirn altcrnatcs
botwecon the westernized city and an island in thc Sca ~»f Marmara
where things have changed very little, Theo writer has chosen te
tell tcll us abcut the smell, urban intellcctual clite ~f Turkey;
rather than tr prrtray that naticn's vast village population, Likc
thc aut~cratic grandfather whe dics, Ozbckhan helicves that the
traditicnal style nf 1lifc frllowed by urban Turks is dromed, The
pr-cesscs ~f westcrnizaticn and clashecs betwcen the gencraticns can
be undcrstn~d frem this benk.,
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Lemn Z, Surmclinn I ASK YOU, L~DIES AND GENTLEMEN, Ncw Y~rk:
E.P, Duttrn and Crmpany, 1945, 316 gp,

William Sar~yan's intrnducticrn t» this velumc characterizes it
as a "s~lemn, gentlc, civilizecd b-~k, full of inn-cence, ccmedy, and
that kindly pcwer which is the prsesessicn ~f men whn are truly alive
Anc cultured,” Surmclian tells the story of 2 wnrld that was destroy-
2d an< he rccrunts the events that ruincd it. He describes the
cemmunity ints which he was bmrn in the trwn of Trebiz~nd (Trabzon)
~n Turkey's Black Sea craest, Besides the Muslim Turkish rulers,

Grzek Orthrndox and Armenian Ap-stolic mincrities lived in this sea-
prrt, When W-rld War I began, however, the former patterns of life
were disrupted, Surmelian was a ynung becy at this time, end he is
nble t~ tell about thc heorrible events that he experienced withcout
hotred, Prebably n» ~»ther biographiceal accrunt has sn much compassicn
for beth the victims and the victimizers nf the Armenian genocide.

It gives /mecrican readers 2 rarc oppmrtunity to cromprezhend expericnces
that are thc comm-n heritage ~f Armenian-Amecricans and to lecarn mere
abcut the kind ~f sncicty in thc Middle East from which they origin-
atecd,

Hrvhannes Toumanian N SELECTION OF STORIES, LYRICS AND EPIC POEMS,
Translated by Dnrian R-ttenberg and Brian Bzan, Edited by iArra M,
Garab, New York: T, & T, Publishing, Inc,, 1971, 192 pp.

Hrvhanncs Toumanian (1869-1923) is a fam~us Armcnian poct
and authnr whnsz stories appeal to recaders of all nationalitics,
i deep understanding of rural life in the Caucasus at the beginning
of the Twenticth Century can bec ~btained from his storics such as
"Kiknr" and "The C~nstructinn nf the Railway". "Kikecr" is concerned
with the custem of atteching little boys from the villages to familics
who live in town so that they can get a little educaticn, lecarn a
trade, and be cared for withrut any cost teo their poverty stridken
families, "Crnstructicon ~f the Railway" deals with conflicts hetween
the customs ~f a sccicty that is based ~n a crde of hospitality
through the extended family, and onc that uses z meney economy,

innther cnllecctinn nf T-~umanien's works in English is:

Hovanncs Toumanian

THE BARD OF LOREE,

Compilcd and translatcd by Mischa Kudian
L~ndons Mashtrts Press, 1970, 119 pp.
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Elic Wicsel N BEGGAR IN JERUSALEM, Ncw Y-rk: Randr-m Housc, 1970,
211 2,

inlthcugh it cruld be claimed that this is a Europcan rather
than an Isracli nrvel, A BEGGAR IN JERUSALEM prnvides many insights
int~ thc impact ~f tho 5ix-<Day War of 1968, It isn't an casy book
for younger readers becausc a grent deal »f submerged imagery is
emplryed, The novclist's mede movos frrm instrespectinn t- the
narraticn of zcvcnts that often shift their setting., Yet, this beock
makecs a powerful impact by crmnnccting the Jewish experience of the
h=lncaust in castern Europe with the struggle te preserve Israel,

The "beggar" in this picce nf fiction is a madman in the
sensc of having a drminating veliticon that isn't shared by most
cof his recalistic contemp-raries, His aspiraticns exceed the prescnt
pntential, This mystical aspect makes A BEGGAR IN JERUSALEM memor-
2blc rearding, whilc alsz giving it a basis for being used tn
discuss thc nature and impact of iderlagy, As a ficticnal acccunt
in which the affective aspects nf war arc stressed, the bosk could
well be cnmparcd with the histrrical doscriptinns »f Israel's
feounding and the subscquent wars that have becn frught between it
and the Arab Statas,

Yashar Kemal (GXkgeli) ANATOLIAN TALES, New Ynrk: D-~dd, Mead and
Company, 1968, 160 pp,

This c~llectinn nf seven stories comes frem the pen of Turkey's
best knswn living writer. Bnrn in a village in 1922, Yashar Kemal
expresscs a view of 1life a2s it is secn by the commen worker - the
avecrage guy in Turkish sccicty., All nf thesc stories communicate
the realities ~f existence for the prrr pecple of the Middle East,
"The White Trouscrs'", frr instance, is an especially powcrful
account of a bry wh~n dees his kest to succeed, althrugh his labor
is oxplcited by & man of substance, Many of the storiec contain

Thoy ccul” be the besis ~f discussicns giving Amcrican readers a
better understanding of the Middle East,

Twr ~f Yashar Kemal's ncvels: MEMED, MY HAWK and
WIND FROM THE PLAIN, have als» bzen translated into
English. Especially the sccond bock is uscful as a
sortrayal ~f villagers who migrate frem the hills cach
ycar t2 work in the cetten ficlds =n the plains of
southcrn Turkcy,



Appendix I,

BACKGROUND SOURCES ON MODERN MIDDLE EASTERN LITERATURES

Goekjian, Valecric THE CHRISTIAN LITERATURE AND FINE ARTS
OF THE ARMENIANS. New York: Diccese of the Armenian
Church of Amcrica, 1973. 24 pp.

This illustrated brochurc contains somec data about
modorn Armenian literature,

Haywood, Jchn A, MODERN ARABIC LITERATURE, 1800-~1970,
New York: St, Martin's Press, 1971,

N helpful overview of the development of Arab
literary expressicn during almest two centuries.

Hochman, Baruch THE FICTION OF S. Y. AGNON, 1Ithaca: Cornell
University Press, 1970,

This moncgraph is a study of the techniques and
cencepts of the grecatest modern Isracli novelist,

Kravitz, Nathanizl 3,000 YEARS OF HEBREW LITERATURE,
Chicago: Swallow Press, 1972.

Sec the chapter on "Maodeorn Hebrew Litcrature”,

Kritzeck, James MODERN ISLAMIC LITERATURE FROM 1800 TO THE
PRESENT, New York: Mentor (New American Library), 1970,

This anthnlogy ~f sample selcctions also has a
short introduction that gives an overview of the pecriod.

Ortzen, Len NORTH AFRICAN WRITING, L~ndeon: Heinemann
Educational Becoks, Ltd,

Stene, Frank A, THE RUB OF CULTURES IN MODERN TURKEY: LITERARY
VIEWS OF EDUCATION, Bloomington: Indiana University
Publications, 1973.

A rationalec for doing litcrary sociology with
items of Middlec Eastern fiction is explained in Chapter
One and Chapter Two presents, "The Evelution of Medcrn
Turkish Litcraturc®,
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Appendix II
GOME SOURCES OF INFORMATION ON THE MIDDLE EAST

* Abun-Nasr, Jamil M, A HISTORY OF THE MAGHRIB Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1971,

* p Amin, Samir THE MAGHREB IN THE MODERN WORLD Baltimore, Md,:
Penguin Books, 1970.

* Ammar, Hamed GROWING UP IN AN EGYPTIAN VILLAGE Londoen: Rout~
ledge and Kegan Paul, 1954,

+ Armajani, Yahya MIDDLE EAST PAST AND PRESENT Englewood Cliffs,
N.J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc.,, 1970,

* Avery, Peter MODERN IRAN New York: Frederick A. Praeger, 19685,

* p Berger, Morroe THE ARAB WORLD TODAY New York: Anchor Books, 1964,

* P Chouréqui, Andre N, BETWEEN EAST AND WEST: A HISTORY OF THE
JEWS OF NORTH AFRICA New York: Atheneum, 1973,

* Hourani, Albert H, MINORITIES IN THE ARAB WORLD Londom:
Oxford University Press, 1947,

+ P Laquer, Walter (ed,) THE ISRAELI-ARAB READER, Second Edition,
Revised. New York: Bantam Books, 1970,

* p Lerner, Daniel THE PASSING OF TRADITIONAL SOCIETY Glencoe,
Illinois: The Free Press, 1958,

+ P Levin, Meyer THE STORY OF ISRAEL N.Y.: Berkeley Medallion
Books, 1967.

* p Lewis, Bernard THE EMERGENCE OF MODERN TURKEY London: Oxford
University Press, 1961.

* p Mansfield, Peter NASSER'S EGYPT, Revised Edition Baltimore,
Md,: Penguin Books, 1969,

+ P Pierce, Joe E, LIFE IN A TURKISH VILLAGE N.Y.: Holt, Rinehart
and Winston, 1964,

* P Prittie, Terence ISRAEL: MIRACLE IN THE DESERT, Revised Ed.
Baltimore, Md,: Penguin Books, 1968.

+ P Rahman, Fazlur ISLAM Garden City, N.Y.: Anchor Books, 1968.

+ P Samuel, Rinna ISRAEL: PROMISED LAND TO MODERN STATE N.Y,:
Golden Press, 1969,

* P Sterling, Paul TURKISH VILLAGE N.,Y.: John Wiley and Son, Inc.
(Science Editions), 1965
SECONDARY LEVEL TEXTS

+ P Bucher, Henry, Jr, MIDDLE EAST West Haven, Ct.: Pendulum
Press, 1973, 1Includes chapters on Copts, Shia Islam,
Armenians and Jews,

+ P Jacckel, Hugo and Don Peretz THE MIDDLE EAST, Revised Edition
New Yoir-: Scholastic Book Services, 1967.

+ P THE MIDDLE EAST New York: Scholastic Book Services, 1972,

Q * = mainly for teacher use + = student materials P = paperback
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